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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IHE  following  Obfervations  are  written  mere- 
ly to  fuggeft  the  neceffity  of  attending  to  the 
Prefervation  of  thb  .'Teeth,  in  eonhderation  of 
their  importance  in  the  animal  oeconomy  ; but 
the  fubjedl  is  only  imperfedly  fketched,  and 
fcarce  begun.  Its  further  Illuftration,  together 
with  a Defcription  .of  the  various  Difeafes  to 
W’hich  the  Teeth  and  the  neighbouring  parts  are 
liable,  and  the  methods  of  removing  and  allevia- 
ting thefe  Difeafes,  will  be  contained  in  a future 

\ 

Publication.  • . 

The  Plate  hereto  prefixed  is  an  Engraving  of  the  Ope-i 
rative  Inftruments  for  the  Teeth. 

/ Fig.  I.  Two  inftruments'  for  extrafUhg  the  Teeth. 
They  are  made  upon  an  improved  principle,  by  having  a 
moving  fulcrum  ; it  facilitates  tlie  extra6lion  of  the  Teeth, 
and  renders  the/ operation  lefs  dangerous;  the  letter  is 
the  handle,  B.  the  claw,  and  C the  moving  fulcrum. 

Fig.  2.  Two  new  invented  inftruments  for  fcaling  the 
Teeth  internallyt  A for  the  right  fide,  and  B for  the  left, 

Fig.  3.'  Two  inftruments  for  flopping  up  hollow  Teeth. 
A may  be  made  ufe  of  as  an  actual  cautery,  and  B for 
flopping  up  the  cavity  of  the  Tooth. 

Fig.  4.  and  5.  The  common  fcaling  inftruments, in  ge- 
neral praflice,  except  each  handle  is  attached  to  the  irtn 
ftruraent,  by  which  means  the  operator  has  a greater  pur-« 


X 

■ Ik.  - - 


u ■ ■ ■ 


t.  ■ 

i\  i 

. •,  .* 


i 


i'-' 


• S'  ^ 

p,'? 


' . V i ''c.  5'.' 

k-:.-  --■■  ■ - ' > ■ V - ■.•- 

■ . . .■■/•.  •'  '■  ■'t'^  • 

. . •„  ,J—  ■ ' .' • ••  .■■•^'•‘i  -SiV'c  i 

, .,  . . - ■'Ci-Ot  3 ri 


' ' ^ ''^<’<  ft'’."' •■■•'■  • '■'  ■•?<’;■',  ■ 

.C.- .■  •:■* ' . 

*^.4'  .•  • 


',■(  A 


f*  ■ 


■.’  • . ^■•:  . ■ 


V '••'■'ij-l*  ‘f- 


• / * '....!• 


• •‘'A  • • ^ ’ -V  " 

">■■  ^A-  ■ 

. ».-7  ♦»  ; 


■ 


■v',^  ■ . 


■I/-- 


. y.  ■' 


' • '\f 

. u . ■ * •. 


V - > 

;■ 


k . 


Jpfti  ^ >a.- 


S'.  r'Y:y^:\  ti’ 


•:  •■■.(.<■■' V.-.  jii!i  .eti'lnA'i  b-tii 

' : r 


. /•  •■  •*’;1: ".'  ••■cj;  ^SUuwr!  sjjdi 


: /'  'V  ,1.  •■  /■  J-' ■;-.•■'>  ■*'^v:-».'.>iA:?'I 


• ■.  I-.'-. 

4. 


f. 


'S’' t:  ^ ■''•  ■■■  • V, 

;>Sr,A  id.  v ^i'a  V:  i 


♦I  n.  ) ' -o  Is 


ty^  ' ? J .'■ ;.  Ni^  ^nxqaQj; 

A"  i*'  ' '■  ' 


-A-  .. ..' .-:. . ^ . ...  ;•'  ..  ■ y 


'■  ■ '■■  . .'i.' . \',&>(A’9V.'2-J%:-53t5-'  '■'  ,t 


) ■ 


.,'1- 


V<"’ 


‘ ' i 
■' 


TO 


CHEVALIER  BARTHOLEJyiEW  RUSPINI, 

OF  FALL-UALLy  L ON  DON. 

When  I confider  the  many  inipprtant  fervices 
rendered  by  yoii  to  Science  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly your  railing  from  obfcurity,  and  efta- 
bblhing  the  profeflion  of  a Surgeon-Dentift,  up- 
on fcientific  principles,  and  confequently  the 
firft  who  pradlifed  this  ufeful  art  in  Britain,  I 
feel  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  confidence  in 
fubmitting  the  following  Obfervations  to  your 
perufal,  previous  to  a future  publication.  Nor 
am  I induced  fo  to  do  from  the  confideration  of 
being  your  Son,  but  with  a view  of  promoting 
your  labours  for  the  good  of  Society  at  large, 
and  your  various  difcoveries  in  Medicine,  which 
have  anfwered  every  expedation ; particularly 
your  Balfamic  Styptic  Solution,  fo  highly  and 
juftly  approved  of  by  Medical  Gentlemen  of  the 
firfl;  eminence,  and  fandioned  by  the  firfl;  per- 
fans  of  rank  and  Tefpedability  in  the  Tlixee  U- 
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nited  Kingdoms,  as  well  as  on  the  Continent,  and 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies ; who  have  alfo  aid- 
ed that  charitable  inftitution,  (the  Royal  Free- 
Mafon'  School),  fo  liberally  patronifed  by  our 
Royal  Grand  Matter,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for 
• the  maintenance  at\d  education  of  helplefs  inno- 
cence, of  which  you  was  the  foie  Inftitutor,  and 
which  will  rank  your  name  high  in  the  lift  of 
Philanthropifts,  and  mutt;  ever  be  a fource  of  the 
moft  pleafing  reflection  to  me,  who  has  the  ho* 
pouf  to  be 

’ (■  ■■ 

Your  SON,  r;  ■ ■ ^ , 

f.. 

f :■  and 

/ 

Obedient  humble  Servant,  ■ 

' JAMES  B^AD#  RUSPINI. 

St  Andrew’s  Street,  Idin.  7 . 

February  1803;  j . , > 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE  !’ 

teeth. 


That  the  Teeth  ate  of  great  importtoce  io  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy,  is  a faS  which  needs  no  proof  by  • 
argument.  Nature  has  defigned  them  for  the  diviiion  o£ 
our  food  into  minute  parts,  from  which  two  ccMiiiderable 
advantages  are  derived : The  food  is  brought  into 

the  moft  convenient  ftate  for  mixing  with,  and  being  afl- 
ed  upon,  by  the  gaftric  fluid  : Secondly^  By  the  aft  of  ma^ 
ilication,  the  aftion  of  the  falivary  glands  is  excited,  and 
the  fluid  feoretcd  in  them  is  fqueexed  out,  mixed  with  the 
food,  and  conveyed  with  it  to  the  ftomach,  where  it  ap- 
pears conflderably  to  afiifl,  with  the  gaftric  fluid,  in  e£- 
fefting  the  procels  of  digeflion. 

When  we  refleft,  then,  on  the  important  purpoleii 
which  the  Teeth  are  deftined  to  fcrve  in  the  animal  (eco- 
nomy, we  oannot  but  regret  their  premature  deftiraftion, 
ariflng  from  various  difeafes  in  tha  Teeth  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  by  which  thefe  ufefiil  agents  ace  reodec^ 
unferviceable,  or  perhaps  totally  loft.  Many  of  thefe 
difeafes  are  produced  by  the  carelefluefs  and  inattention  of 
the  individual,  and  might  be  eaflly  prevented  ; or,  when 
the  difeafe  has  commenced,  if  proper  aflaftance  is  eaJlod  in 
due  time,  might  be  eafily  removed. 

At  an  early  period  of  life,  in  many  perfons,  we  obferve 
not  only  the  Teeth  decayed,  but  the  beautiful  colour 
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and  their  fubilances  deftroycd  ; &fomuch,  that  they  are 
either  totally  incapable'  of  maftic^ing  the  food,  or  they 
\ perform  their  office  very  imperfeftly.  Now,  we  cannot 
avoid  fuppofing,  that  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  food  is  pre- 
fcnted  to  the  gaftric  juice  in  an  improper  form,  and  unac- 
companied with  the  proper  quantity  of  faliva,  the  digef- 
tive  procefs  muft  be  carried  on  in  a very  imperfeft  man- 
ner j and  hence  a foundation  is  laid  for  tlje  moft  form?* 
dable  difeafes. 

‘ This  is  a point  which,  as  far  as  I know,  has  hithert* 

* efcaped  the  notice  of  our  ableft  phyfiologifts  and  pathclo- 
gifts  ; to  me  it  appears  to  deferve  particular  ronfidera- 
tion.'  May  not  fome  difeafes  originate  from  an  imperfeft 
digeftion,  caufed  by  the  deficiency  of  faliva  which  I have 
juft'  mentioned  ? And' might  not  thefe  difeafes  be  remo- 
^ved  by  the  fufferer  employing  a proper /wcreiaweww  ? The 
nathre  of  the  faliva  is  but  little  known,  and  its;  ufe  in  the 
digeftive  procefs  ftill  lefs  : But  perhaps,  by  a proper  at^ 
tention  to  this  point,  a new  field  might  be  opened  in  patho- 
logy, andln  the  aninial  phyfiology. 

It  is  an  indifputable  truth,  that  the  Teeth  contribute 
greatly  to  the  beauty  or  deformity  of  the  face  ; and  they 
are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  every  individual  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maftication  : they  alfo  appear  to  be  nearly  as  ufe- 
ful  in  affifting  to'  form  the  human  voice.  The  lofs  of  a 
few*  Teeth  will  deftroy  the  moft  harmonious  voice,  and 
leave  only  the  power. of  uttering  difeordant  founds.  But 
the  prefervation,  purity,  and  perftftion  of  thefe  neceffary 
agents,  are  tndifpenlible  to  all  public  fpeakers  or  orators, 
whetiier  in  the  fenale,  at  the  bar,  in  the  pulpit,  or  on  the 
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• In  another  point  of  '^ew,  the  Teeth  ate  of  equal  im- 
pBrtance  to  the  fyt  fex  that  is,,  as  being  conducive  to 
beauty.  Ate  hot  our  feelings  fhocked,  when  we  obferve 


{ 7 ) 


the  moft  beauteous  features  disfigured  by  yellow  or  black- 
ened Teeth  ? How  is  our  difguft  excited  by  the  foetid 
fmell  ariiing  from  carious  Teeth  and  difeafed  Gums  i 
We  may  add  to  thefe,  the  femblance  of  immature  old  age, 
which  we  often  obferve  in  the  hollow  cheeks,  collapfed 
lips,  and  protruding  chin,  produced  often\by  the  total  lots 
of  Teeth. 

If  the  Teeth,  then,  are  of  fuch  Angular  ufe  in  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy;  fo  important  to  the  formation  of  the  hu- 
man voice,  and  are  fo  eflential  to  the  beauty  of  the  indi- 
vidual, that  branch  of  medical  fcience  which  has  for  its 
obje£t  the  prefervation  of  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  and  the  • 
cure  of  the  difeafes  to  which  they  are  liable,  mull  be  re- 
garded as  of  the  higheft  importance  to  mankind,  and  the 
pradice  as  no  lefs  refpedable  than  any  other  branch  of 
the  healing  art. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  the  profeflion  of  a 
Surgeon-Dentift  has  been  fubjcfled  to  much  odium ; 

From  its  not  having  been  regularly  hudied  by  men  of 
fcience  ; and,y?fo«<//y,  From  the  praflice  of  the  art  having 
been  often  alTumed  by  the  moft  illiterate  of  inankind. 

An  erroneous  opinion  has  prevailed,  that  th^Teeth  of 
Children  do  not  require  the  advice  or  aftiftance  of  a Ikil- 
ful  Surgeon-Dentift  : It  is  alfo  a prevalent  opinion,  and 
which  my  pradlice  every  day  convinces  me  of,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Britain  are  more  liable  to  the  decay  of  the 
Teeth,  and  difeafes  of  the  Gums,  than  thofe  of  other 
parts  of  Europe.  This  is  probably  owing,  in  a great 
meafure,  to  the  want  of  proper  attention.  In  France  and 
Italy,  where  the  Teeth  of  the  natives  are,  in  general,  per- 
fc&.  and  durable,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  very  great  at- 
tention is  given  to  them  in  the  early  ftages  of  life,  but 
principally  during  the  whole  time  of  the  fecond  dentition ; 
for,  if  the  new  Teeth  are  badly  arranged,  mifplaced,  or 
crowded,  and  permitted  to  remain  fo,  they  will  fooo  ia- 
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fure  eachyjther.  The  advice  of  a ikilful  pra£litioner  is, 
therefo^,  extremelj  requifite  at  this  period  : By  alter- 
ing  the  difpofition  of  fome,  and  removing  of  others,  the 
Remainder  may  be  preferved  in  health  and  beauty. 

Froin  w-ant  of  proper  attention  during  the  fecond  den- 
tition, numberlefs  perfons  in  Britain  have  had  tliofe 
Teeth  deftroyed,  which  might  have  remained  entire 
through  life ; and  it  wer^  well  that  parents  and  guar- 
dians of  children  were  fufliciently  aware  of  this  important 
and  llriking  fa£l 

The  accumulation  of  Tartar  is  a difeafe  to  which  the 
Teeth  of  children,  as  well  as  adults,  are  very  liable.  The 
affiftance  of  a Ikilful  praftitioner  is,  in  this  cafe,  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  prevent  its  pernidous  effe£ls.  It  is  a common 
and  deftru6live  difeafe ; and,  as  it  often  is  not  commonly 
regarded,  it  is  extremely  proper  to  give  an  account  of  jts 
feat  and  confequences,  to  evince  the  neceffity  of  its  fpeedy 
fcmoval. 


The  following  fmgular  cafe  «f  Dentition  merits  attention  : 

The  third  fon  of  IWajor- General  R was  in  his  fourth 

year  before  he  had  any  appearance  of  Teeth.  He  eat  of  eve- 
ry thing  with  his  other  brothers,  although  ftill  without  a 
fingle  Tooth,  his  gums  being  grown  fufficiently  hard  to  malli- 
cate  all  kinds  of  meat,  and  other  things  prefented  at  table. 
Yet  it  caufed  great  inquietude  for  the  dangerous  conflift  that 
was  likely  to  enfue,  When  the  Teeth  (hould  cut  through  the 
gums : And  to  the  adoniHiment  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
who  attended  the  family,  he  cut  his  Eye-teeth  (Dentes  Canini) 
in  his  fifth  year,  without  his  lc£<rc'ely  perceiving  it,  as  every 
thing  in  tiiis  cafe  was  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature. 
The  Dentes  Molares  or  Grinders  came  next  in  the  fame  year, 
but  It  was  not  till  his  feventh  year  that  the  Itjcifores  or  Front. 
Teeth  made  their  appearance,  tiotwithftanding  thefc  Teeth 
are  generally  the  firft  that  appew. 
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The  neck  of  the  tooth  is  an  intermediate  part  betweea 
its  crown  and  the  root ; but  it  is  much  fofter  than  the 
crown.  Nature  has  formed  ^he  Gum  for  its  particular 
prefervation,  which,  in  the  perfeft  ftate  of  the  parts,  ad- 
heres clofely  round  it.  If  the  Gum  fliould,  by  difeafe  or 
accident,  be  feparated  from  the  neck  of  the  Tooth,  fo  that 
it  becomes  expofed  to  the  air,  or  any  extraneous  matter, 
a decay  will  inevitably  enfue,  unlefs  timely  prevented. 
Therefore  the  adhefion  of  Tartar,  which  begins  to  form 
on  the  expofed  part  of  the  Tooth,  and  by  degrees  infinu- 
ates  itfelf  under  the  Gums,  even  into  the  focker,  is  an  evil 
that  requires  to  be  immediately  removed,  and  proper  re- 
medies applied,  that  the  Gum  may  be  reftored  to  its  na- 
tural ftate. 

I fay  proper  remedies  ; for  there  are  fome  prafti- 
tioners,  furely  a difgrace  to  the  profeffion  in  which  they 
attempt  to  praftife,  when  they  remove  this  Tartar  by  the 
ufe  of  mineral  acids,  and,  as  they  ftate,  without  any  in- 
jury whatever  to  the  Teeth,  merely  with  a view  to^aia 
credit  for  whitening  them  ; when,  in  the  end,  the  patient 
who  has  put  fo  much  confidence  in  fuch  empirical  preten- 
fions,  difeovers,  when  it  is  too  late,  that  natural  beautiful 
colour  loft,  and  the  enamel  totally  deftroyed.  Every  pro- 
feffional  man,  who  has  the  Icaft  fcientific  knowledge  or  re- 
fiedlion,  will  at  once  agree,  that  the  acid,  jwhich  can  dif- 
folve  the  calcareous  fubftance  of  the  Tartar,  muft  at  the 
fame  time  deftroy  the  enamel  of  the  Teeth  j nor  is  the 
application  of  gritty  powders  lefs  prejudicial  *.  It  is  evi- 

* Dr  Blake,  in  his  Effay  on  the  Struifturc  and  Formation  of 
the  Teeth  in  Man  and  Various  Animals,  afferts  that  cream  of 
tartar  is  alfo  very  injurious  to  the  enamel  of  the  Teeth,  term- 
ed by  film  Cortex  Striatut.  To  afeertain  the  bad  effeftof  which, 
he  made  the  following  fimplc  experiment,  which  will  at  once 
explain  how  detrimental  the  ufe  of  it  muft  be,  evtu  in  the 
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denf>  therefore,  that  when  the  Tartar  has  been  fuffered 
to  accumulate,  there  is  no  other  proper  remedy  than  that 
of  fcaling  the  Teeth  by  the  hand  of  an  experienced  (Opera- 
tor *. 

From  whatever  occafional  or  fecortdary  caufe  the  Tartar 
proceeds,  the  principal  one  is  certainly  negligence.  It 
hath  been  called,  by  fome,  a cancer,  becaufe  it  corrodes 

fmalleft  proportion.  “ I placed  a tooth  in  a folution  of  cream 
“ of  tartar  and  water,  and  allowed  it  to  remain  in  it  for  about 
“ twelve  hours  j when  taken  out,  I obferved  that  the  furface 
“ of  the  csrtex  Jlriatm  was  quite  rough,  and  according  as  it  be- 
“ caipe  dry,  it  appeared  fprinkled  over  with  an  immenfe  num- 
“ ber  of  fmall  cryftals,  though  very  few  were  obfervable  on 
“ the  root.  The  formation  of  thefe  cryftals  can  eafily  be  ac- 
“ counted  for  : the  acid  of  the  tartar  has  a greater  affinity  to 
“ calcareous  earth,  than  it  has  to  the  vegetable  alkali,  with. 

“ which  ft  is  combined  in  cream  of  tartar.  A double  elcftivc, 

“ attraftion  of  courfe  takes  place.  When  a tooth  is  immerfed  in 
“ a folution  of  it,  the  acid  of  tartar  combines  with  the  lime, 

“ and  forms  a fait  nearly  foluble  in  water,  and  which  is  de- 
“ pofited  in  the  form  of  cryftals  on  the  body  of  the  Tooth, 

“ whilft  the  other  pbrtioits,  fctl.  the  vegetable  alkali  and  phof- 
“ phoric  a^cid,  &c.  combine,  and  remain  diffolved  in  the  mix- 
“ ture.  Likewlfe  in  cream  of  tartar,  the  vegetable  alkali  is 
“ fuperfaturated  with  the  acid  of  tartar,  fo  that  even  in  pow- 
“ der,  and  without  a complete  decompofition  of  it,  we  fee  how 
“ readily  it  may  afl:  as  a folvent  for  the  cortex  ftrlatus,  which 
“ is- feemingly  the  chief  part.afted  on  by  it,  the  bony  part,  as 
“ already  mentioned,  being  covered  with  fcarcely  any  of  the 
“ cryftals.  When  a Tooth  is  placed  in  dilute  acid  of  tartar, 

“ the  body  of  It  becomes  covered  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  ^ 
“ with  much  larger  cryftals.” 

* The  neceffity  of  this  operation  is  ftrongly  Inculcated  by 
the  late  Ingenioiis  Mr  John  Hunter,  F.  R.  S.  in  the  Natural 
Hiftory  of  the  Human  Teeth,  vide  page  125. 
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the  Gums  and  Sockets  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  Teeth 
will  fall  out  for  want  of  fupport.  It  is  generated  by  the 
fragment  of  aliments  that  flick  to  the  Teeth,  by  a vitiated 
faliva,  or  by  an  improper  digeftion,  &c. 

Whenever  this  vifcid  matter  is  allowed  to  flick  to  the 
Teeth,  it  grows  hard,  and  degenerates  into  Tartar,  and 
will  augment  by  degrees,  from  new  particles  of  aliments 
continually  joining  the  old  ones.  But  this  would  never 
happen  if  the  Teeth  were  carefully  and  regularly  cleaned 
every  morning  with  fomething  proper  for  that  purpofe. 
The  Tartar  is  a kind  of  cruft,  not  onl^  difagreeable  to  the 
eye,  but  alfo  produftive  of  very  faetid  cxhsil'itions  *. 

There  are  various  forts  of  Tartar,  viz.  the  Yellow, 
the  Whitilh,  the  Black,  and  even  the  Green  Tartar. 
The  latter  is  the  moft  pernicious,  as  it  often  deftroys 
the  enamel.  The  lower  Incifores  (or  front  Teeth) 
are  mope  fubjeft  to  the  Tartar,  chiefly  in  their  internal 
fide,  becaufe  of  their  vicinity  to  the  tongue,  and  part  of 
the  faliva  flicking  there. 

The  accumulation  of  Tartar  on  the  Teeth  is  llkewifc 
produflive  of  difeafe  in  the  Gums ; from  their  being  de- 


* The  animal  fluids,  when  out  of  the  general  circulation,  ef- 
peclally  when  they  fl  agnate  in  cavities,  are  apt  to  depofit  an 
ablbrbent  earth,  and  form  concretions.  The  fame  fort  of  de- 
pofitlon  takes  place  Hkcw’ife  when  there  is  any  fubftance  with 
fuch  properties,  as  render  it  a fit  bafis  for  cryflallization  5 as 
when  extraneous  bodies  are  lodged  in  the  bladder ; whence 
fuch  bodies  are  fo  often  found  to  form  the  nuccleus  of  a ftone. 
The  fame  thing  happens  In  the  bowels  of  many  animals  j 
whence  the  nuccleus  of  inteftinal  concretions  or  bezoars  is  com- 
monly a nail  or  fome  indigellible  fubftance  which  had  been 
fwallowed.  The  cruft  which  forms  on  the  Teeth  feems  to  be 
a cryftalllzation  of  the  fame  nature.  . 
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prived  of  their  proper  fituation,  and  conftantly  irritated, 
by  the  Tartar. 

The  difeafefi  of  the  Gums  are, 

1.  Sponginefs  and  inflammation.— —They  become  hot, 
fpongy,  inflamed,  and  are  liable  to  bleed  on  the  Qighteft 
irritation.  When  thefe  fymptoms  appear,  the  difeafe  is 
vulgarly  termed  Scurvy. 

2.  Scorbutical  and  fcrophulous  alfe^lions,  calloltttes, 
and  excrefcences  formed  on  the  Gums. 

3.  Gum-biles.  Thefe  ate  in  general  the  confequence 
of  decayed  Teeth  ; we  find  them  in  young  and  middle- 
aged  people  more  frequently  than  in  old,  but  they  appear 
to  be  moil  common  to  the  fhedding  Teeth. 

Sometimes  thefe  affeftions  are  owing  to  a general  de- 
pravation of  the  cooftitution  ; but  moft  frequently  they 
are  produced  by  local  caufes,  In  either  cafe,  there  is  a 
particular  morbid  aS:ion  in  the  veffels  of  the  Gums  and 
neighbouring  parts,  which  may  be  confidercd  as  the  more 
immediate  caufe  of  difeafe.  Hence  local  applications  are 
indicated. 

If  the  Teeth  happen  to  be  decayed  or  painful,  it  ha$ 
been  the  general  cuftom  to  fend  for  the  next  Tooth-draw- 
er, who  commonly  has  no  idea  of  cure,  but  by  extirpa- 
ting the  Tooth  ; a praftice  replete  with  ignorance  and 
barbarity,  often  followed  by  dangerous,  and  fometimes 
fatal  confequences,  and  which,  therefore,  never  fhould  be 
performed,  except  in  tbofe  cafes  where  no  other  remedy 
promifes  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  As  there  are  a 
great  variety  of  caufes  of  pain  in  the  Teeth  and  Gums^ 
fo  there  are  various  remedies  by  which  cafe  may  be  pro- 
cured ; but  thefe,  like  all  other  difeafes  to  which  every 
part  of  the  human  frame  is  more  or  Icfs  liable,  require 
the  knowledge  of  Jkilful  and  experienced  praSitioners  for 
their  cure. 
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It  may  be  here  not  improper  to  obfenre,  that  when  x 
Tooth  is  decayed,  the  correfponding  one,  by  coming  in 
contad,  is  alfo  injured  ; and  it  is  a matter  difficult  to  ex- 
plain, why  a Tooth,  in  a fimilar  place  on  the  other  fide, 
becomes  affeded.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  of 
this  being  the  cafe,  when  Dr  Monro,  that  celebrated 
Profeffor  of  Anatomy  and  Phyfiology,  (in  that  juftly-di- 
ftinguiOied  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh),  afl^tts  it.  How- 
ever unable  we  may  be  to  account  for  its  exfciting  caufes, 
it  is  requifite  that  a Ikilful  praditioner  Ihould  be  confhlt- 
ed  ; and  fliould  there  be  a cavity,  it  ought  to  be  filled  ei- 
ther with  gold,  Clver,  or  lead  leaf,  which  will  prevent  the 
air  penetrating  therein  ; but,  ifnegleded  even  for  afliort 
time,  muft  be  a fource  of  excruciating  pain,  and  in  the 
end  the  lofs  of  the  Tooth  will  be  unavoidable. 

The  pain  in  the  Teeth  proceeds  in  a great  meafute 
from  the  air  coming  into  contad  with  the  nerve  in  the 
cavity  of  the  Tooth  ; for  we  feldom  fee  people  affeded 
with  the  To’othach,  but  when  the  cavity  is  expofed  to  the 
air.  The  deftrudion  of  the  nerve  may  in  this  cafe  be  ef- 
feded  by  the  application  of  the  adual  or  potential  cau- 
teries. 

Gold  and  lead  are  the  metals  generally  made  ufe  of  for 
flopping  the  cavities  of  the  Teeth,  Gold  being  lefs  pli- 
able, muft  be  ufed  in  the  leaf  ■,  lead  is  fo  foft  in  any  form 
as  to  take  on  any  fliape  by  a very  fmall  force. 

Stopping  hollow  Teeth  with  wax,  gum,  maftic,  galba- 
aum,  &c.  can  be  but  of  little  fervice,  as  it  is  in  moft 
oafes  impoffible  to  confine  thefe  fubftances,  or  preferve 
them  from  being  foon  worn  away ; however,  they  have 
their  ufcs,  as  it  is  a pradice  which  patients  themfelves 
can  very  cafily  put  in  execution. 

Inflammatory  Tooth ach  is  fomelimes  occafioned  by  a de- 
termination of  blood  to  the  part,  fometimes  an  incrcafed  ac.^ 
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tion  of  the  neighbouring  veffels,  and  a confequent  inflamma- 
tion or  caries  of  the  Toothj  a fwelling  of  the  check  fucceeds 
by  fympathy ; and  thereby  the  violence  of  the  pain  is,  in 
fonoe  inftances,  relieved.  Hence  a difeafed  Tooth  may 
render  the  neighbouring'  parts  irritable,  and  frequently  - 
caufe  hetnicrania,  which  only  can  be  cured  by  extradlion 
of  the  Tooth.  Blifters  behind  the  ears  may  fometimes 
give  temporary  relief.  Women  are  more  liable  to  Tooth- 
achs  and  Inflammations  of  the  Gums  during  pregnancy 
than  at  any  other  period,  perhaps  from  tire  particular  fym- 
pathy of  the  nerves.  Young  people  who  take  too  much 
fugar  or  fweetmeats,  generally  have  their  gums  corroded. 
End  they  become  hot,  inflamed,  and  fpongy.  This  dif- 
cafe  ftiould  by  no  means  be  negledted.  The  caufe  fliould 
£rft  be  removed,  and  proper  aftringent  and  ftimulant  re- 
•medies  adminiftered.  ‘ . 

It  is  the  property  of  all  animal  fubflances,  which  are 
not  in  an  aflive  Bate,  to  become  putrid,  and  injurious  to 
tlie  neighbouring  parts.  The  fecretions  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  from  their  inadive  ftate  during  fleep,  be- 
come vifeid,  lodge  about  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  and  ren- 
der tl’.e  breath  offenfive,  even  in  the  mod  healthful  coh- 
Bitutions.  In  lit.e  manner,  particles  of  the  food  and"o- 
ther  fubflances  wUl  be  infinuated  between  the  interllices 
of  the  Teeth,  and  corrupt  them.  Hence  it  becomes  ne- 
ceffary  to  ckan  the  Teeth  with  proper  Dentrifie'es,  every 
night  and  morning,  and  to  walh  the  mouth  with  water 
after  eating.  In  fhort,  the  efforts  of  the  Surgeon-Den- 
tift  will  be  rendered  in  fome  degree  ufelefs,  unlefs  the  pa- 
tient contributes  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Teeth,  by  a 
proper  attention  to  cleanlinefs. 

In  this  place  it  may  not  be' improper  to  recommend  a 
caution  of  material  confequence,  which  is,  that  whenever 
^ Tooth  is  drawn,  particularly  any  of  the  Incifares  (or 
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front  Teeth),  it  ought  to  be  replaced  Immediately  with 
an  artificial  one  ; which,  befides  the  ufe  and  beauty  of  ir, 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  the  remain- 
ing Teeth ; otherwife,  if  the  vacancy  is  fufFered  to  re- 
main, the  adjoining  Teeth  will  not  continue  fo  firmly  fix- 
ed in  their  fockets,  but  naturally  lean  towards  each  other, 
fo  as,  in  courfe  of  time,  to  loofen  all  the  reft : And,  in 
this  cafe,  Mr  Rufpini  muft  beg  leave  to  inform  thofe 
who  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  loft  their  Teeth, 
that  he  is  poflefled  of  the  means  of  fupplying  the  deficien  ^ 
ry  of  nature  by  an  improved  method^  which,  for  durabi- 
lity and  beauty,  he  flatters  himfelf  cannot  be  excelled, 
and  which  he  believes  has  not  before  been  attempted  in 
Britain, 

The  method  of  fupplying  fuch  dcflciency  with  artificial 
Teeth  has  long  been  known,  and  has  for  many  years  been 
praflifed  by  different  artifts  in  Britain  ; but  we  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  excel  thofe  in  France;  as  it  is  there 
to  be  remarked, -that  new  difeoveries  dnd  inventions  are 
frequently  taking  place  in  this  ufeful  art  *. 

The  tranfplanting  of  hum\^  Teeth  from  one  fubje£l  to 
another,  is  an  operation  which  requires  more  chirurgical 
and  phyfiological  knowledge  than  any  other  which  comes 
under  the  attention  of  a Surgeon-Dentift,  and  where 
there  ought  to  be  greater  caution  obferved.  Much  like- 
wife  depends  on  the  patient.  The  only  Teeth  that  ftiould 
be  tranfplanted  are  the  Incifores  and  Cujpidati,  they  having 
only  fingle  fangs.  The  tranfplanting  of  dead  Teeth  is,  in 
nry  opinion,  to  be  preferred,  as  a greater  quantity  of  dead 
Teeth  can  be  eafier  procured  than  of  living  ones. 

The  late  Monfieur  Fouchard  of  Paris  was  perhaps,  the 
firft  fcientific  man  in  Europe  who  profeffed  this  ingenious 

* An  ingenious  French  artift  in  Paris  fome  years  ago  In, 
vented  a mineral  pafte  for  making  aitifieial  'I’ecth,  Sec, 
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art,  and  confequcntly  praftifcd  it  in  France  with  defetved 
reputation. 

The  ftru£lure  of  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  their  connect 
tiou  each  with  the  other,  their  difeafes  and  the  method 
of  treatment,  have  been  the  ftudy  of  Mr  Rufpini’s  life. 
Educated  firft  in  the  profeffion  of  a Surgeon,  he  after- 
wards ftudied  the  difeafes  of  the  Teeth,  &c.  under  the  tui- 
tion of  Monlier  Calatan,  that  celebrated  Surgeon-Dentift 
at  Paris,  and  having  alfo  praftifed  for  fome  years  with  his 
father  in  London,  he  hopes  it  cannot  be  thought  impro- 
per in  him  to  publifli  thofe  few  Obfervations.  They  are 
merely  intended  to  caution  thofe  who  have  hitherto  been 
carelefs  of  the  prefervation  of  their  Teeth,  not  to  remain 
fo  any  longer.  Numbers  of  perfons  who  have  applied  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  the  praftice  of  his  profeffion,  in  thefe 
, Kingdoms,  as  well  as  on  the  Continent,  have  furniffied 
him  with  melancholy  examples  of  the  dreadful  havock 
made  by  that  parent  of  difeafe,  negligence. 

For  this  purpofe  Mr  Rufpini  begs  leave  to  recommend 
the  ufe  of  his  father’s  Dentrifice  Powder  and  Tinfture 
for  cleanfmg,  preferving,  and  beautifying  the  Teeth  ; alfo 
his  Elixir  for  curing  the  Toothach  ; the  peculiar  ftimu- 
lant  and  aftringent  qualities  of.  which  will  be  found  effi- 
cacious in  reftoring  the  natural  difpofitipn,  and  that  per- 
feft  harmony  which  is  required  between  the  aftion  of  the 
reflels  of  the  Gums,  and  the  neighbouring  parts.  On 
tbefc  principles  the  operation  of  thefe  medicines  removes 
the  difeafes'of  the  Gums  and  Sockets,  and  enables  them 
to  give  that  fupport  to  the  Teeth  which  Nature  hath  de« 
figned. 

They  are  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Teeth  and  Gums  } and  in  perfevering  in  the  daily  ufe  of 
them,  they  will  be  preferVed  from  decay,  and  keep  the 
breath  pure  j they  are  pleafant  to  the  talle,  and  deftruc- 
tive  to  nothing  but  difeafe. 

FINIS. 


- 


4 


' T 


9 


